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Barrett, 2. 7. The Vew Testsment Backzround: Selected Documents. Hew York:
Eerper & Brothers, 1961.

pp. 118-122. Herod the 3rest =s seen through excerpts frem Josephus, War.

Josephus shows how the Iduween dynesty was esteblished by the cunning
of Antipster. te preises highly Hercd the Grest for freeing the lend of
brig:nds, for building the temple, for the crestion of cities, snd for hLis
physicel cconstitution. Herod, however, was plagued with meriteael difficul-
ties.
pp. 123-4. The Procurstors--Josephus, Wer.

Josephus points out how the reign of Archelsus came to an end and
Judea was turned over to procurstors. He tells how Pilste incurred the
wreth of the Jews by intr;?uciug Romen stendards to Jerusalem and wes
forced to teke them back.
pp. 124-7. Pherisees, Sa%&cees end Essenes--Josephus, der.

Josephus seems to give a very accurate description of the Essenﬁéﬂ
way of life.
pp- 127-133. The Jewish Wer of 4. D. £6~T70. Josephus, War.

Josephus gives two fundemental ressons for the revolt (1) Jewish
extremism, (2) the ineptitude of Roman sdministrstors. Lostly he des-
cribes the crushing finel escault on Jerusalem, with the accompanyiag

scenes of femine, bloocdshed, end desclation.

pp. 189-207. Excerpt from The Jewish Wer, The Antiquities of the Jews,

5 The Life, =nd dgsinst Apion, thet heve = bearing on Josephus' 1life.

One gethers from these excerpts thst Josephus wes not too humble end
prided himself on his sncestry end precocity. He elsc seems to be play-
it safe with both the Jews and the Romans. To = grest extent he succeeded
h

in convincing the Rowans end elso his countrymen. He gives a very bril-

liant defense of his religion in excerpts from Against Apion.




I Msccebees (R. 3. V.), chapters 1 to 9.

The first snd second chepters of these nine sre reslly tne most en-
lightening from tne point of view of the historian. The first gives the
cultursal, economic, end religious ressons for the Maccsbean revelt. It
wes brought about by the sttempt of Antiochus IV, Epiphanes, the sinful
roct, to destroy Jewish religion through hellenizetion. He desecrsted
the temple, profasned the sebbath, built altars to pagen idols, destroyed
the lew =nd exploited the land through tribute and plundering.

Thie brought about the resistesnce of meny pious Jews. Mettethies, a
priest and heed of a femily of five sons, undertook to resist the designs
of the king in order to save Judaism and the cobservence of the law. When
he died, the responsibility passed to his sons.

The rest cof these chapters deal with the fortunes of the wear between
the Maccabees and 4ntiochus IV and his successors. Everything revolves
around war, and there is hardly anything of culturel end socisl signifi-
cence apert from wer. 4n event freught with tremendous future consequen -
ces wes the ellience of Judﬁgrwith Rome. The Msccebees sre grestly glori-

fied by the author for their exploits.




The Wisdom of Solomon, chapters 1-10.

The big theme in these cﬁapters is the exaltation of rightecusness
and wisdom end the ccndemnstion of unrighteousness snd thos that follow it.

The wicked sre described is Epicuresn terms but their wickedness is-
active rether then eas%éoing. The end of the ungodly is destruction.

Those thet follow righteousness, however, sre in the hends of God
end will‘éhare in immortality. Virtue is immortal. Virtue is more to be
desired than many yesrs.

The highest of gifts is wisdom. It is described es rediant and un-
feiling. The author personslizes the concept end finds its source in God.
Wisdom wes in the beginning with God, wes the fashioner of all that exists,
produces virqyé, has foreknowledge.

The suthor hes a universal approach to the problem of wisdom. It
can be attained by the rulers of the earth. Egg,literary style is loft$

de e 0, He

ashfits the loftiness of the subject. Th‘ﬁ&m the righteous id the wise
man and vic#verea, the wise men is the righteous men. Wisdom is the
greatest gift becsuse it brings fellowship with God.

This is a pesutiful wisdom-literary creation. Undoubtedly the con-
cept of the logos in John finds one of its sources in this exaltetion

of wisdom.




Todd, C- F. The apostolic Presching and Its Developments. 9th ed. New
York: Earper & 3Brothers, 1960. 96 pp-

The theme of this boo%z is the zpostolic kerygme es distinct from
apostolic didsche. The author enaslyses the development of =postolic
prezching from its eerliest manifeststion to ite latest developments.

He sees 25 the b:sic elements in the kerygme (1) thet the prophecies sre
fulfilled and the new age has been inaugursted in the coming of Christ;
(2) trst Christ, born of the seed of Devid, wes zpproved of God by mighty
acts and mireclec; (%) thet He died acccrding to the Scriptures to d1liver
us out of the present evil =ge; (4) that He wes buried; (5) thst He rose
on the third day sccerdiag tc the Scriptures; (6) thet He sits exalted st
the right of God, as Son of God end Lord of the quick =nd the deed; (7)
thet He will come agsin as judge end Seviour of men; (8) thst He hes sent
the Holy Spirit as wes prophesied; (9) 2 csll to repentance.

The rezder is impressed by the fclléwing importent festurss of this
bock:

1. The ‘importznt role thet eschatology pleys in the kerygms.

2. How the deleying of the second coming shifted the emphesis from
the future to the present and produced such changes in the kerygms as are
evidenced in Paul and John.

5. The unity of the I'ew Testament witness tc the basic facts of the
kerygme, =slthough from different perspectives.

4. The avenues of resesrch thet this approach to the New Testzment

opens up.




S
Gilmour, X. MacLesn. The Gospel Jesus Preached. Philedelphia: The Jeat-
minster Press, 1957. pp. 86-97.

In this chapter the author traces briefly the me=ning of tue ccnceot
of the‘iingdom of God for prophets of the Cld Testsment end for the epo-
calyptists of the centuries prior =nd up to the time of Jesus. The purnose
is to provide the background azainst which one can understend the concept
€8 Jesus used it. The euthor points out thst Jesus used the term in e
double projection. Cn tue one hand, Jesus, like the apocelyptists,
thought that the Xingdom of God was coming soon, suddenly and catastro-
phically. OCn the other hand, he believed thet the Kingdom of God wes
coming into effective operstion alreszdy in his lifetime.

This epnroach is a synthesis in tension between the prophetic and
apocalyptic views of the rule of God. To us it seems e fruitful line of

approach.

Pfeiffer Robert H., "The Literature and Religion of the Apocrypha,"
dnterpreter's Bible, Vol. I. Nashville: Abingdon~Cokesbury Press,
1952. pp. 291-419.

This is a long and detailed erticle about the dpocryphe. The sauthor
first considers the 4pocrypha in Judeism znd Christienity, both before and
after the Reformsticn, end then proceeds to give & brief snelysis of the
content of each book, pointing out the lesding idess, the relgious velue
of the bcok.

The reader is impressed bv the veriety of the litereture: wisdoun,
historicel, apocelyptic, didactic romsnce. The personification of the con-

cept of wisdom is perticularly impreszive.




Kimmel, W. G. Promise and Fulfilument: The Eschetologicel Message of Jesus.
.London: S. C. M. Press Ltd., 1957. 168 pp.

Kimmel undertakes in this book & historico-theologicel exegesis of
the eschatologicel messege of Jesus. He comes to the conclusion thst
indeed Jesus expected the imminent coming of the Kingdom but confessed
thet he did not know the dste. Jesus, however, does not go into detesils
about the coming of the Xingdom, s was the custom of apocelyptic writers,
but speaks in the most genéral terms. Alongside this eschatological ex-
pectation, Kimmel finds thet Jesus procleims that the Kingdom is slready
present in his person end deeds. This juxtsposition of the Kingdom es
imminent futurity snd present actuelity is not, ac;ording to Kimmel, a
mere historical eccident, but is pert and parcel of Jesus' eschstology.
Furthermore, meither the tension nor the concepts cezn be set azide in
the interest of sccommodetion or modernity, for then we would be throwing
ewey the very core of the New Testsment revelation.

W

With this thesis on hend, Kimmel sffirms thst meither Doddt1Bu1tmann,
nor Wilder do justice to the historicel testimony of the New Testament.
Dodd's concept of reslized eschatology is unten%ble on the basis of his-
toricel exegesis. Bultmenn end Wilder, Kiimmel ;ndicts ze abrogating the
centrel New Testement messsge of God sas ecting et a definite moment in
history in a final redemptive act--the mythelogicsl form of which cennot
8imply be detached--by putting forth respectively a timeless message con-
cerning the present es the time of decision and the spiritusl nearness of
God.

The only thing I cen sey st this time concerning this book is thsat
it presents to my way of thinking the most chellenging interpretation of

Jesus' eschetology thet I heve met. There is sound exegesis and boldness

of approeach.




Niebuhr, Richard R. Resurrection and Historicsl Reason: A& Study of Theo-
logical Method. New York: Charles Scribner's 3ons, 1957. 184 pp.

Niebuhr asserts in this book thet the resurrection event is central
to the New Testement feith. It is the perspective from which all else is
looked et. However, since the nineteenth century, theologiens heve, by
end lerge, had trouble accepting this order of thought. This hes been
dus to the fact thet the theologiesns have been applying to the historical
narrstives of the New Testaument cetegories of thought taken over from nst-
ural schience and scientific historical criticism. In order to desl
with the resurrection, theologians heve resorted to schemes of thought that
deny the historical genuineness of the resurrection, czlling it a supra-

historical event or Heilsgeschichte.

Niebuhr points out, however, thst the concept of nature utilized by
netural science is highly abstract snd never dezls with all the irrstio-
nality end givenness of the world or history. He contends thet natursl lsws
always deal with the regular end femilisr but not with the st?ﬁégé, the
irretional snd spontenecus énd contingent and given. Yet the cstegories
of irrstionality, givenness, and contingency are the cstegories that we
find in history. These are the cetegories thzt postulete and give mesn-
ing to love, grace end a God with & personsl will. He therefore advocetes
the treatment of the resurrection event in all the givenness end indivi-
~duality of all historical events and not as a link in the chein of caus-
ality.

This treestment of the problem of historical method seems to me a
very promising one. It challenges one of the besic presuppositions of
historical criticism (which it received from netursl science), end offers

& mnew line of epprosch to historical and theologicel research.




Schweitzer, Albert. The lMystery of the Kingdom of God: The Secret of
Jesus' Messishship and Psssion. New York: The Mscmillan Company,
1957. 174 pp.

In this book 3chweitzer sttempts to reconstruct the 1life of Jesus 2s
presented in the Gospel of Msrk. He beses his presentstion on what he
thinks is the pattern revealed in the Gospel itself--namely the thoroughly
eschetological ccaception thet Jesus hed of himself es the coming Messish
in the coming Kingdom. To the people Jesus wes Elijeh--the forerunner that
wes to come before the Messiah. FHowever, Jesus knew from his beptism thet
he was the Messish but kept it a secret until he revesled it to three of his
disciples in the Trensfiguration. 4 little latef the secret is given to the
disciples threugh Peter's confession et Csesarea Philippi. Schweitzer re-

. verses the order of these events as they appezsr in Msrk. The secret, how-
ever, was kept among the twelve until Judss betreyed it to the High Priest.
It wes upon the charge thet He clsimed to be the Messich, a blespheuwy to

be sure, th:t He was condemned. —
Schweitzer sees the person and message of Jesus entirely :ﬁ:gggﬁ an
eschatclogical framework- In the first part of his ministry Jesus expected
the coming of the kingdom within months, even before the disciples hed
finished their missionary tour. However, when this fsiled to materialize,
Fe came to the ccnclusion that He had to go up to Jeruselem to die, zl1l
according to the will of God. But his death to be followed immedistely by
the resurrection, wes tc be the final event thzt wo:1d usher in the fingdom
of God--and then He would be the glorious Son of man coming in the clouds

of heaven to reign with his own.

The ethics of Jesus are interim ethics, thet is, they are supposed to

govern the conduct of his followers until the couming of the Kingdom, which

event was not too far awey. Obedience to this ethic would help to usker in

the Kingdom. The signs and wonders, eéspecielly the casting out of demons,




Schweitzer 2

are an attestetion that the power of ungodliness is coming to an end.

The event of the feeding of }he crowd Schweitzer interprets =zs e cultic
mesl by the sesshore, the f;rst Lord's Supper, foreshsdowing the Messieanic
brnguet when the f{ingdom comes. The Lest Supper is to be seen in the ssme

light.

”r} N
Schweitzer's recog&ruction is directed against whet he calls the modern-

historicel solution to the synoptic presentstion of Jesus and his message.
Through his arguments he demclishes the four basic tenets of the modern
position. He maintaing firstly, that it is historically untenable to hold 75;7”
a fortunate Gslilean period:;gilowed by e time of defeat; it was the other
way sround; secondly, that it csnnot be proved thst the passion sayings
Yusd
were influenced by Pau5 end therefore thex\come from Jesus; thirdly, theat
it is the notion of the hyper-ethical, the eschatclogicel, rather then the
merely ethical, with the Kingdom of God alre=dy present, which dominstes
the passion; fourthly, thet the passion idea is not an ethical reflectiqu
but e mcret which needed not to be understood.

Thus Schweitzer asssils the liberal position which interpreted the
synoptic presentstion of Jesus and his message in terms of ethical tesch-
ings and the kingdom of God as already present in his lifetime. Instead
he advances the thesis thet Jesus' wessege is thoroughly eschetologicel.
The Kingdom of God wes for him a future ceming event)and the ethics of
service and humility heve only relevance in the light of the imminent
expectation of the Kingdom.

There is much to be sezid for Schweit,er's reconstruction. For one

thing, it is a cogent and coherent approach to the Meréen witness to

Jesus. Schweitzer hes found in the eschatologiczl outlook a key that




Schweitzer 3

opens up the mesning of the fospel story. However, it is this very
cogency and ccherence thst poses many questions to the mind of those
interested in the life of Jesus. Does Schweitzer do justice to the
Merkan document as it stands? He does not take into considerstion the
theology of the primitive church es it is reflected in Merk. He criti-
cises the liberal school for psychologising the life of Jesus. But is
not Schweitzer guilty of the seme mistake when he sees a grsduesl under-
étending in the mind of Jesus of his messianic role as a suffering servant,
even though it be withir the framework of the eschetologicel cstegory?
Cen the ethics of Jesus be lumped together es completely eschatologicel?
These are some of the questions that come to our mind.

However, having said this, we have to add thet there is no question in
our mind thet Schweitzer hes brought to our attention one of the besic in-
gredients of the New Testament Weltanscheuung. The eschatological category
is fundrmental to the understending of Jesus. .In this he is right and the
libdrels sre wrong. It cannot be thrown out as husk. It ie part of the
kernel. The eschetological content of the gospel throws before our very
eyes the strangeness end remoteness of Jesus' weys of thinking and con-

ceiving of ultimete realities in comparison to our modern Weltanschsuung.




Windisch, Hans. The Mesning of the Sermon on the Mount. Philedelphia:
The Westminster Press, 1951. 224 pp. Trens. S. M. Gilmour.

This book has only four chepters, each one desling with & major problem
in respect to the Sermon on the Mount, its historicel meesning snd interpre-
tétign-

The first chepter desls with the eschstological fremework of the Sermon
on the Mount. Windi%ﬁ accepts the general validity of the works of Johen-
nes Weiss and Albert Schweitzer which point out the eschstological nsture
of the messsage of Jesus. He finds thst the Sermon on the Mount is set
structurally by Metthew in an eschatological fremework, thet is, the mete-
rials are arranged in such a wey as to bring out the eschatological els-
ment. By the eschatological element is meent that the teschings are given
und=r the expectetion that the Kingdom of God is to come in the mear future.
Ethical renewal is therefore demended prior to the end as e condition of
entrance into the Kingdom. However, Matthew has inserted mesterisl into
the Sermon thst originelly wes not conditioned by the eschatological ex-
pectation. The author spends the greeteat pert of the chapter point}ng
out the meteriels which are eschetological and the individual logia thset
originally were not.

In chapter two the author rsises the question s to the mesning of
the commandments. 4Are they to be t=ken literolly? Do they illustrate
o disposition of the mind end of the will, without the specific injunc-
tion demanding obedience? 4re they so impractible thet their purpose
is to convict us of 3in and to throw us on the mercy of God? These last
two questions illustrate positions teken by Protestant theoclogiens.

Windisch asserts cstegoricelly that e serious historicel exegesis




Windisch 2
of the Sermon on the Mount mekes only one conclusion possible; nemely,
that the commandments are to be teken literslly and thst Jesus expected
obedience to them. 4And this is true not only beceuse of the eschetologi-
cal expectatiogjbut alsc because the sermon sheres the presupposition of
precticality with the Torah end with Hdgﬁmah (wisdom). Jesus is & new
Lewgiver, and assumes thezt this new law is the be obeyed simply beceuse
it is the will of God. This is radical obedience. All humean considers-
tions end contingencies do not sppesr in the picture.

In chepter three the euthor considers Jesus' attitude to Judeism in
the Sermon on the Mount. The Sermon as it stands hes to be placed wholly
within the Isrselitish Jewish religious tradition, thet is, Jesus built
upon the Torsh, the Prophets, snd Wisdom. However, Jesus tock over the
ethicoreligious content of the traditicn end left behind the ceremonial
Torah. He elso singled out individual lsws and declsred them primary,
while others he ccnsidered inferior. 4nd finally he left the nstionel
- end raciel conflicts behind. All these factors brought Jesus into con-
flict with Rabbinic Judeism thet stuck to ﬁhe untouchability of the tra-
dition simply because it wes God's revelstion. Thus Windisch finds much
that is Jewish in the Sermon, but on the whole it is anti-Jewish.

In chaﬁter four the question of theclogicel exegesis is taken up.

Up to this point‘the euthor has tried to bring out whet he thinks is

the meaning of the Sermon on the bssis of historiesl exegesis. He is care-~
ful to point out that no theological interpretetion can be done until the
historical exegete has done his work. Theologicelly, ﬁ; sees the Sermon

es pre-Christian and pre-Pauline, that is, there is in it no doctrine of
the cross nor of forgiveness of sins through stonement. However, he can

see that God is present in it gs our Father, as Goodness, as forgiving.




Windisch 3

Jesus, however, is not on the same level of the Father but is the new
lawgiver, prophet, future world judge, and Lord of the new religious com-
munity.

There are several aspects of this book thst deserve the sttention
of all New Testament students. For one thing, it cannot be seid too
loudly that historical exegesis precedes theologicel interpretstion.

Thus Windisch is right in criticizing Herrmenn, Dibelius, Bultmenn, Kit-
tel, Stenge, and others for seeing the Sermon on the Mount through the
spectacles of their own theological end philosophical presuppositions,

be they libersl, orthodox, existedzial, or whet-not. If they do that,

it is only fair that they should distinguish between the original meeaning
and their own interpretation.

Also after a historical exegesis of this kind, no one is entitled
to lgugh or scoff et those groups or individuals who in all earnestness

endeevour to follow literally the injunctions of Jesus. PR
\nally, this book ought to be resd carefully and studiousl?vélith

the Sermon on the Mount before them(iiz}students of the New Testament.}
—

H
/
e

The issues considered are of such impor@’ggxz; deserve serious study.

There ere meny sreas thet sre touched upon thast could provide avenues for

further resesrch.




